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Wiſdom is good with an ee. and by it there - = 


is profit to them that ſee the Sun, FFC 

fr Wiſdom is a defence, and Money i is a defence: ES 

but the excellency of 1 is, that Wi ”_—_ - 
abel life to them that have it. „ 


n E wood which we here Tranſlate W: Miche, EE 
is a word of a very large and Comprehenſive 
| Hgnification in the Original; and, tho chiefly 

us'd in Scripture, eſpecially in the Writings of 


Satin; to ſignifie Religion or Virtue, which are be- 
| yond all diſpute the higheſt and nobleſt inſtances, of 
Wiſdom, yet frequently put likewiſe to ſignifie Pra 
_ dence or Diſcretion, in the conduct of our ſelves and 
our affairs; as alſo human Learning and Kpowleage : _ 
1\ and, in 3 all ſor ts and Ou © of Logenuity, 
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Skilfulneſs, Proficiency and Attainment, in any T 
Science, or Profeſſion Whatſoever. . 


In this place I take the word to be delign*d to com- 

- prehend the three firſt of theſe fignifications : Vie. 
Religion, Prudence, and Ruomledge or Learning. And 
this, nor only becauſe theſe are all good with an Inheri. 
tance, and therefore the Wiſe Man's words may fair 
ly be extended to any or all of them; but likewiſk 
| becauſe the two firſt of theſe, Religiom and Prudence, 
are abſolutely neceſſary to make even an Inheritance 
it ſelf good: And therefore we cannot in Reaſon ſup. | 

poſe, that leſs than theſe was intended here by the 
Wie Man; and then, as to the laſt, Raomledge or 
Learning, he himſelf gives us ſufficient Authority to 
take this into his meaning, by uſing a word in this 
Very place, as ſynonimous to that of Maom, which 
Acoth plainly ſignifie Kpowleage or Learning; The Ex- 
cellenc) of Kywomleage us, that Wiſdom giveth lift to 
them that have it. Some indeed there are, who would 
Have theſe words to be Tranſlated otherwiſe, vis. The 
Excellency of the knowledge of Wiſdom giveth life; and 
the Septuagint, it mult be acknowledg'd, as alſo the | 
__ Syiee and Arabic Verſions favour this Tranflation. 
Hut then on the other fide it cannot be deny'd, that 
the VYalear Latin, and many other Verſions of good 
Authority, do agree with our Tranſlation: And 
morcover ſome of the Learned in the Hebrew Jonguc 
alſlure us, that this other Tranſlation cannot be ad- 
mitted, without either altering the Accenting of the | 
Text, or doing manifeſt violence to the known Rules } 
— my wick os 28 ens 
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Many other ſuch little Difputes there are about f 
the Tranſlation of ſome other parts of theſe words, 1 
one of which only L think worth my taking notice ! 
of, and that is, that what we render, Wiſdom is good 1 
with an Inheritance, is capable of being render'd, i, 
dom is as good as an Inheritance; nay, or Wiſdom ix 
better than an Inheritance. And the Reaſon of my 2 
taking notice of this is, that many Men are fo con  } 
ceited, as to fancy that the wiſe Man deſign'd here 
principally to pay a Complement to Riches, and to 
ſhew what a vaſt Help and Advantage they are to 4 
| Wiſdom, Whereas, if this Tranſlation be allow'd, - 
the direct contrary. will appear, viz.. That the wile 7 
Man's principal deſign in theſe Words, was to give 
Wiſdom that preference to Riches and all other worl!- _ 
ly Goods, which it really deſerves ; for as much as 
it always lends and. communicates. to them much 
orc Helps and Advantages, than it can poſſibly 
| borrow or receive from them. However, if theſe 
Men can be contented to divide theſe words of the 
| wiſe Man equally between Wiſdom and Riches, and 
to ſuppoſe that he delign'd by. them to repreſent on 
both ſides the Uſefulneſs ad. Advantage of each of 
theſe to the other, I am very well pleas'd that our 
Iranſlation ſhould ſtand as it doth, eſpecially conſi- 
dering that the wiſe Man has taken exact care to 
give Miſdom its due preference to Riches, in the lat- 
ter part of my Text, altho' it ſhould be allow'd _ 
that he had made no diſtinQion between them in the 
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Waving therefore all farther Diſputes about the 
Tranſlation of this, or any other part of my Text, I 
| ſhall take the words juſt as they lye before us; and 
think it abundantly ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe, 
that they ſeem to offer me a very fair occaſion of Diſ- 
courſing to you, upon theſe follow ing Heads, 


Hairſt, The great Excellency and Uſefulneſs of 

=» Wiſdom in general. It is a defence, and it giveth 

Secondly, The more eſpecial Ornamentalneſs and 
Advantageouinels of it, to Perſons of Quality 
1 and Eſtate. It is good with an Inheritance. 


Laſtly, The Pre-eminence of it to Riches, and 
all other worldly Goods. The Excellency of | 
e Rnowledge is, that W iſaon grveth life to them 


Hai, As to the great Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
= of Wiſdom in general. What is it, I beſeech ye, by 
4 E diſtinguiſh'd, as a more Honourable 
« Claſs of Beings, from the Beaſts that periſh, and other 
= interiour Works of the Creation, but our Religion, | 
= our Prudence, and our Kyonledge? What is it in 
| Which one Man doth really and truly excel another, 
is ſubſtantially and intrinſecally more valuable, but 
In his Proficiency and Eminency, in ſome one or all 
of theſe inſtances of Mi/aom ? What is it that cven 
raiſeth us up above our ſelves, and makes ps alot 
VVV qual | 
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Crown and Glory, as well as ours? To fay all at 


| next; but this Admirable, this Divine Wiſdom ? 


| © afterwards, as far as they were able, to Heavenly 


equal ro the Angels of God, but our attaining to ſome 
good degree of Perfection in theſe, which are their 


once; wherein are we capable of bearing ſo much as 
the leaſt reſemblance, much more of drawing near in 
likeneſs to God, the moſt perfect, and infinitely moſt 
Excellent of all Beings, but in the improvement of 
our Intellectual and Moral Faculties and Powers; up- 
on account of our being endow'd with which alone 
it is, that God is ſaid in Scripture, to have Created 
Man in his own Image? What is it that can make us 
| fit to become, as it were, Gods among our Brethren 
in this World, and to partake in the Converſation and 
Enjoyment of God himſelf, and bleſſed Spirits in the 


And accordingly, what Qualifications or Accom- 
plliſhments of human Nature do we find have ever 
been had in Admiration and Eſteem, in Reputation. 
and Honour, among the generality of Mankind, in 
All Ages, like to this? What was it for which the 
 Heathens of old firſt exalted to Earthly Thrones, and 


ones, theſeveral Illuſtrious Perſons of their reſpective 

Times, but their excelling in Pzety and Virtue, in 

Prudence and Diſcretion, in Ruomledge and Learning? 

Was it not for the Exemplarineſs of their Lives, and. 

the Sanctity of their Precepts; for the Wiſdom of their 

Counſels, and the Arrfulneſs of their Conduct; for the 

Happineſs of their Inventions, and the J _ 

their Diſcoveries? Was it not for their Care of the 

Worſhip of the Gods; for their well ornering and: _ 
OR OE Tones ee ur rm ⁰ e 
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Governing of Common- Wealths ; for their inſtructing 
of Mankind in the Secrets of Nature; in the Art of 
thinking and arguing methodically and cloſely; of 
judging juſtly and exactly ; of writing and ſpeaking 
accurately and eloquently, &c. Was it not, I lay, 
entirely upon account of ſome of theſe, or ſuch like 
Inſtances of Wiſdom; that they were reſpected to the 
utmoſt, whilſt Living; ador'd when Dead; and are 
now, even at this great diſtance of time, remember'd | 
with Gratitude and Honour all the World over? 


And no wonder; ſince, as from what has been already 
ſaid it doth plainly appear, that ¶ſdom is the prime 
Beauty, and ſupreme Perfection ot humane Nature: 
So, from what I am juſt now going to fay, it will 
as plainly appear, to be the moſt uſeful and advan-. 
 ragious Endowment, both to the Peſſeſſors of it and 
all others, that humane Nature is capable of 


Io the Poſſeſſors of it, it will be a ſure Guard, 
and Preſervative, againſt thoſe worſt of Evils, Igno- 


france, Errour, Doubtfulneſs, Uncertainty, Levity and | 


Inconſtancy of Mind, and the natural Effects of theſe 


tooliſh and vitious Actions; a ſure and ſteady Guide | 


; and. Directer to all ſuch things, as ſhall be moſt agree- 
able to our own Reaſon and the Will of God: and 
conſequently, a jure Guide to Peace and Complaceney 
with Our ſelves, to the higheſt Contentment and Sa- 
tislaction imaginable. It will ſecure us againſt Idle- 
nels, that fatal occaſion of innumerable Evils to us, 
and fill up all our vacant hours; both pleaſantly and 
| F , pr OH ra bl: , it . WIIll- fit a us 4 for, and recommend >= to 5 
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places of the greateſt Gain, and molt exalted Dignt- 
ty; it will give us a mighty Character and Repu- 
tation in the World, and procure us the Love aud 
Eſteem, the Help and Aſſiſtance of all that know us; 

it will enable us both to protect what we have alrea- 
| dy gotten, and to add to it; it will take care of our 
Health, encreaſe our Eſtates, give diſpatch and ſucces 
to our Buſineſs whatſoever it be, and make us pals 
through this troubleſome World, with as little diffi- 
culty and vexation, as we can in reaſon expect or 
hope for. In one word, it will render all Circumitan- i 
= cc, both of Mind and Body caſie to us, ſet us up a- 1 

bove all the Evils and Calamities of this Life, and in- 1 
| ſpire us with Courage enough to deſie even that Kn g 


Hamann Death H. 


And then, ſo communicative is its Nature, fo dif-. 
fuſive its Goodneſs, that it will not ſuffer irs poſſeſ- — 
ſors to keep its Bleſſed Influences pent up within tze 
narrow bounds of felf: but as it fits them tor, ſlo, | 
it prompts them to become common Bleſſings to the |} 
| relt of Mankind; and renders them, in the higheſt |} 
degree, ſerviceable and uſeful, in all manner of Stat. 
| ons and Relations, whether private or publick. It is 
Wiſdom that furniſheth us with Ingenious, Innocent, 
| Diverting, and Improving Companions; with Cree 
ditable, Advantagious, and Deſirable Relations; and 
above all, with Sound, Underſtanding, Faithful and 
Helpful Friends, ſuch as both can and will adviſe us 
in all Straits, aſſiſt us under all Difficulties, diſcharge 
all Truſts, take care of all our Affairs, execute our | 
Pills, be Husbands and Fathers to our Widows and  , |} 
| F ĩñ y 
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5 Io ſum up all as briefly as may be: There is J 


great uſe: But, to be ſure, none at all, in Which Vr. 


Laus of Society; to be modeſt, and yet to preſerve 


Orphans, and manage all things for us, whether liv- 
ing or dead, for the belt. And it is the fame N 
dom that breeds up for us Able States-Men,, Provident 
nators, Diligent and Upright Magiſtrates, Skillful 
and Watchtul Commanders; and, to ute but few | 
words, Miniſters and Officers of all kinds, proper for 
their reſpective Stations, and extremely terviceable | 
and uſeful to the Common- Wealth, in them. 


no Stat e or Condition of lite, no Poſture of Affairs, 

no Concurrence of Circumſtances, either Private or 
Publick, in which Wiſdom is not needed; hardly a. 

ny, in which Xomleage or Learning may not be of 


tue and Prudence are not abſolutely neceſſary. 


And may we not then, with great Juſtice, cry out 
With 74/5 Oh what is more Deſirable, what more 
Excellent, what better for Men, what more worthy 
of them, than Philoſophy ; or, which is the amm 
S thing, Wiſdom? Wiſdom, the. greateſt Gift the 
„Gods ever did, or indeed ever can beſtow, both tor | 
_ «the delighting of our Minds; and the rendring our 
© whole Lives even and ſteady. Wiſdom, the Mo- 
Ather of all Arts, that firſt taught us to worſhip th 
E ods; to be juſt towards Men, by obſerving the 


ea certain greatneſs and bravery of Soul. Mic, 
( that healeth our Minds, eaſeth us of vain Carco, 
4 freeth us from inordinate Deſires, chaſeth away al 

Cour Fears, and ſo effectually diſpelleth all darkness 


85 : 55 from 
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W «from. « our Minds, as it were from our Eyes, chat 
«ye are able clearly to ſce all things, above, be- 


« "Bw things. 


«low ; the firſt, the laſt, the middle, the whole of 
7 them, : certainly this mult neceſſarily be ſome Di- 
vine Power, which is able to effect ſo many and 


And, inan becher * 40 Wi; "ER How Guide 61 5 
« our Lives, thou Searcher out of all Virtue, and Ki 
4 peller of all Vice: What ſhould not only we, but 
a even the whole life of Man, be without thee? 
Thou broughtelt forth Cities: Thou formed'ſt rude 


A and ſcatterd Men into Societies: Thou firſt mad'ſt 
3 chem to dwell together in Houſes: Thou firſt 


L joyn'dſt them together in Marriages, and inſtituted'ſt 


| «and Converſation. Thou art the Inventreſs of 
«Laws, and the Miſtreſs of Manners and Diſcipline. 


| «Ty thee we betake our ſelves; from thee we beg 
« help in all Difficulties. And 'whoſe help ſhould 
s ue rather uſe than thine, who haſt beſtowed uu - 
«on us Tranquility of Life, and remov'd far from . 


13 * us the terrour of Death? 
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= heighten which Bago Deſcription, Gif poſſi 1 
. bl) give me leave to add a few words of the Au- 
| thor of the Book of W; dom. Wiſdom reacheth from 

obne end to another mightily, and ſweetly doth ſhe order 

| all things, I low'd her her and ſought her out, from my 
 Touth I deſir d to make her my Spouſe, and I was a Lo. 
ver of her Beauty. In that ſhe is converſant with God, 
(he — her Nobility: Tea, rhe Lord of all things 2 
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150 take her to me, to live with me, knowing that ſe 


him ſelf low'd her. For ſhe is privy to the Myſteries of 
the Rnonleage of God, and a lover of his Works. If 
Riches be a poſſeſſion to be deſir d in this life, what is 
| Richer than Wiſdom that worketh all things? And if. 4 
| Prudence work, who of all that are, is a. more canning = 
Workman than ſhe? And, if a Man Love Righteouſ. 
meſs, her Labours are Virtues : for ſhe teacheth Tempe. |} 
rance and Prudence, Juſtice and Forlitude, which are 
ſuch things, as men can have nothing more proſitable in 
their life. If a Man deſire much Experience, ſhe knoweth 
things of old, and conjettureth aright what is to come: 
She knoweth the ſubtleties of Sparks, and can expound 
dars Sentences; ſhe foreſceth Signs and Wonders, and 
the Events of Seaſons and Times, T herefore I purposd 


would be a Counſellor of good things, and a comfort in 
care and grief. For her ſake I ſhall have eſtimatim | 
among the Multitude, and honour with the Elders, i 
| I be young. I ſhall be found of a quick conceit in Juag- | 
ment, and ſhall be admir'd in the fight of great Mea. 
When I hold my Tongue, they ſhall bide my leiſure, ana 
when | ſpeak, they 7 : 
talk much, they {hal lay their hand upon their Mouth. 
Moreover, by the means of her, I ſhall obtain immor- 
 tality, and leave behind me an everlaſting memorial, | 
: to then: that come ofter me. op on ee EE OS 


hall give good ear unto me: It [ 


Which words, being ſpoken in the Perſon, at lealt, 
of a very great Man, and ſhewing the Senſe which 
he had of the Ornament and Advantage that A, 
dom would. be to him, do very naturally lead us to 
. Slͤeconalh, 
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_ Secondly, The more eſpecial Ornamentalnels ang J 

Advantageouſneſs of M iſdom, to Perſons of Quality 

and Eſtate. And ſurely it muſt needs be a very 
graceful and lovely fight, to fee Wifdom, Riches. and 

'  Hemour, meet together in any Perfon : becauſe thus 
joyn'd, they fill up the Character of a truly great 

| Man, and make it af ih and entire, wanting nothing. 

Riches and Honour fit well upon any Man, whe 

they look like the Reward of his W/i/dom ; but when 

this is wanting, they ſeem to be miſ-plac'd, and like 

| fine Cloaths on the Back of an ill-bred Perſon, they 

are not becoming. It is this which gives an higher 

Reputation, a brighter Luſtre to them: and all 

people have their expectations anſwer'd, and are even 

| contented and pleas'd, when they obſerve thoſe, who |} 
outſhine them ſo much in the ourward Gifts ot lor 

tune, as they are calPd, to ſurpaſs them as much 1 

| the inward Endowments and Improvements of their 

Minds. Then they are thought fit to ſit on high, and to 

Govern and give Laws, as they mult in ſome.meaſure 

do, to the reſt of their. Brethren. But when Ho- 

nours and Eſtates are in the hands of Fools, almoſt 

every Body grudgeth at it; and they only tend to 

make their folly the more conſpicuous, and. conſe- 

quently themſelves the more ridiculous... To all which 

add, that Wiſdom will ſo happily manage Riches and 

Honour, as ro ſhew them to their belt Advantage, 

and by diſpenſing the one with Judgment and Di 

| {tinction, and living up nicely to the Dignity of the 

| other, make them go a great deal farther, in the 
Opinion and Eſtimation of Mankind, than they would 

s;? ation x 4 A 
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otherwiſe do. Men are not to blindly and doatingly 


folks keeping, whatever they may be when they are 
in their own, as to admire and reſpect them pure. 
ly for their Looks or Names fake. But when they 
are made by Wiſdom the happy Inſtruments of do. 
ing Good to Mankind, then it is that they attract 
the Love and Eſteem, the Honour and Reverence 
of all the World. And I wiſh our Experience did 
not ſo frequently convince us, what inſignificant things 
Riches and Honour are without Wiſdom, and how, 
inſtead of being a Glory and an Ornament, they | 
are too too often a Shame and a Reproach, to ms 
JJ ⁵⁵ͥ½di½ſ 


But, to proceed; If we will but give our ſelres WM 
leave to reflect a little more particularly upon the 
Advantage which Wiſdom brings to Perſons of Qua- 
flüity and Eſtate, well 
of their hves, under which ſoever of their Chara- 
 Qers we conſider them ; in all their Private Duties, 
and in all their Publick Offices and Stations) to find | 
it of unſpeakable benefit and ſervice to them. 


Hours, as generally they have a great many ſuch, 
how eaſily and pleaſantly will theſe, which are o 
Often thought a burchen by others, paſs off with 
them in the cxerciſes of Devotion, and the ſtudy 
and contemplation of Reaſon and Religion: in the 
Review of their management of their Worldly Con 
cerns, and the Fore-cafts and Defigns of Prue: 


in- Love with Riches and Honour, when in other 


all be ſure (in whatſoever pan 


If we conſider them in their ſolitary and leifure | 


in 


2 


in relation to them, for the future: and, in that, 
infinite variety of grateful and diverting Objects 
which Learning and Knomledge will be always rea- 

dy to offer to them? How, not only ndert, R 4 
even uſefully and - improvingly, will they ſpend that = 
time, which is to others, but too often, a ſnare and | 
a temptation; and is generally worſe than loſt, b 
the common application of it, to thoughtleſs mirth 
and impertinent, if not lewd and pitiful, Diſcourſe ; 

to. unreaſonable Gaming, and immoderate Drinking 
| (not to mention yet worſe) which muſt needs quite 
ſpoil the Temper, impair the Parts, ruine the Health, 
deſtroy the Reputation, and confound the Eftate of = 
any Gentleman: wear out, by degrees, all true Prin- 
| ciples of Religion and Honour in him: and by this  # 
means, make him uneaſy to himſelf, and defpi?d bk 
| others here, and everlaſtingly miſerable hereatter. 


Again, If we conſider them as Maſters of large 
and numerous Families; what regular end admira- 
dle Oeconomy may we there juſtly expect, where 
r e Prudence ſhall form and ſet up both _ 
| perfect Examples, and perfect Rules of living; and 
Learning and Muomleage ſhall give a yet higher Au- 
 thority and Reputation to theſe Rules and Exam. 
plwes? How eaſie, how beautiful will all things ap- 

| pear there! Which in a great Family, not govern'd. 
by Wiſdom, are nothing elſe but one continual hurry, _ 
diſorder, and confuſion ? With what Unitormity, with 
what good Husbandry will all things there proczed; 

| Where every ching {hall be aiorehand duly weightd. 

| and proportion'd by Prudence? And how truly Wel. 
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come and chearful will every -Gueſt there be, where 
Good Nature, Ingenuity, and Generoſity, guarded 
by Temperance and Diſcretion, ſhall always fic Ma- 
ſters of the Feaſt ! How happy muſt the Wives be 
of ſuch ſober, diſcreet, and ingenious Husbands ? How 
bleſt the Children of ſuch loving, provideat, and in- 
ſtructive Fathers? How well-pleagd the. Servants of 
ſuch orderly, kind, able, and helpful Maſters ? And, 
above all, how delighted and even tranſported ſuch 
Maſters of Families themſclves, in ſeeing daily the 
good Effects of this their Miſaom, and the plentiful 
and advantagious Returns of Love, Duty, and Obe. 
dience, which it will bring back into their own Bo. 


Once more, Let us conſider them, in their general 
Acqua intance, Converſation and Fr iendſhip, with the 
reſt of Mankind: And how uſeful, how charming, | 
bow well reſpected will they be found, upon ac- | 
count of theſe their excellent Qualifications ? Who will 
not court the company of that Gentleman, who will 
be ſure, by his Deportment and Diſcourſe,” to oblige, | 
do divert, to pleaſe, and yet to inſtruct all about him! 
Who will not ſet a great Value upon that Man's 
Friendſhip, who is always able and willing to under. 
ſtand, to adviſe, to direct, to aſſiſt in all caſes, even 
of the greateſt difficulty? What a publick Bleſhng | 
to his Neighbour-hood will ſuch a Gentleman be 
What Reſort will there be to him, what Eſteem and 
Reverence will all Men have for him? How will 
they almoſt adore hin:, as their Oracle, their Teadl- 
er, their common Patron and Beneſactour? How 1 
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ready will they be to ſerve him upon all occaſions? 
How full will they be of the Honour and Greatneſs 

of ſuch a Perſon ! e SLEEP 


Laſtly, If we conſider Gentlemen in their Publick 

| Stations and Capacities, as our Legiſlatours, our | 
| Governours, the Preſervers of our Peace, c. How © | 
mean and inconſiderable do they appear; what a "= 
S pitiful and ſorry figure do they make, without H. 

dom? without Prudence and Kyowledge enough to 

enable them to diſcern and judge rightly out of their 

own Stock, upon all ſuch matters as come before = 
them; without Virtue enough to keep them up=  - |} 
_ right and impartial, and to make them determine 
and give Sentence, according to the true merits of 5 
2 Cauſe, without regard to any Party or by- inter. 
eſt whatſoever? But, on the contrary, How hich | 
| do they lift up their Heads, not wh among tlie "= 
People, but among thoſe of the ſame Rank with 3 
them? What a ſway, what an influence do they 1 
bear, who are remakable for their Integrity, their 
| Goodnefs, their Knowledge, their Diſcretion ? G “4. 
| How willingly do all men liſten, while ſuch ſpeak? 

| How contentedly acquieſce when ſuch Judge? How 

W rcadily follow, where ſuch lead? But I muſt not 
indulge my ſelf any longer upon this Subject, tho“? 

tt is a truly noble and pleaſing one; but haſten, 


_ Thirdly, and laſtly, To ſhew the Pz&-eminence of — 
Wiſdom to Riches, and indeed all other worldly | 


— 
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e giveth life to them that have it. By giving life here, 80 
three tlungs are commonly under ſtood. i 


Firſt, That Wiſdom doth preferve the Health, 
and prolong the Days of thoſe thoſe that have it, | 
agreeably to what Solomon ſaith of it, in the Pro- 
verbs, That it ſhall be health to the Navel, and Mar. 
rom to the Bones, and that length of aays, and long 

life, aud peace ſhe ſhall add to us. And of this there 
can be no manner of doubt, becauſe it is evident 
that Wiſdom, as it ſignifieth Religion, doth both keep 
us from all thoſe. Vices, which have a natural ten- 
dency to deſtroy. our Health, and cut ſhort our 
days: and likewiſe train us up, and confirm us in 
the Practice of all ſuch Virtues, as do naturally tend 
to preſerve our Health, and prolong our Days to the 
utmoſt; and moreover, it gives us ſuch an happy 
Frame and Temper of Mind, fo eaſie and contcnt- | 
cd under all Conditions, fo little liable to be ruffled. 
or diſcompos'd, fo even and fo conſtantly cheariul, 
as muſt needs have a mighty influence upon our 
Health; ſweeten all the humours of our Bodies, 
and preſerve to our animal Spirits their regular and 


due motion. 


And then, as Wiſdom ſignifieth Prudence, it teach. 
ech us to avoid danger, and keep our ſelves out 0 
harms way, as much as is poſſible: it inſtructs Us 
io value Health aright, and to take care of it, and 

directs us to alf ſuch means as are moſt prope”, 
either for its attainment, preſer vation, or recover). 


5 And, 
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And, as for Learning: beſides, That this is gene- 
rally a means of keeping men Sober and Tempe- 


rate, and conſequently a means of preſerving Health 


of thoſe various Medicines which arc fo neceſſary for 


hey are ſo liable and incident to. 


So that Wiſdom, in whatever ſenſe we take it, 
doth, as you ſee, conduce very much to Health and 
long Life, Whereas Riches and worldly Enjoy- 
| ments, on the contrary, are generally a bait and 


| ; 2 . | a | | by | 1 | 
and proc Life: it is to this that we owe, in 
great meaſure, our whole Knowledge of Phylick, 
of the Frame and Contexture of Mens Bodies, and 


preventing and curing thoſe many Diſeaſes, which 


a ſhare to our Health: And, very often, by tempt- © 


ing us to luxurious living, Gluttony, Drunkennefs, 
c. are the occaſion of our being cut off in the mid. 


dee of our Days, if not inthe very Prime and Flower 


of them, | 


Secondly, That Wiſdom maketh our lives eaſie and 

| pleaſant to us, and ſo giveth us life even in a yet 

higher and more emphatical Senſe. And here like- 

wife we ſhall find that W:/dom will never fail us: 

but, as it will teach us how to guard againſt Diff-  _ 
culties and Troubles, and very often to avoid 4 
| them; and, where that cannot be, to bear and over- 


come them, with as much caſe as is poſſible; fo 


will it likewiſe offer none but manly and agree 
ble pleaſures to us, and of theſe an almoſt infinite 
ono watered 
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variety and abundance : Pleaſures, that are proper 
to aſlwage the Thirſt, and gratifie the Appetites of 
reaſonable Beings: Pleaſures that will fill our Ca- 
pacities, and fatisfie our largeſt Delires: Pleaſures, 

that we ſhall never need to repent of, or remem- 
ber with regret and ſhame, but ſhall always love 
to reflect on, and ſhall feel even in the bare re. 
flection, a new and inexpreſſible pleaſure, And 
what, I beſcech you, like this, can Riches or any 
worldly Enjoyments give us? Or rather, will they 

| net pe too likely to give us the very reverſe of all 
r JJ 8 


Thirdly, That in a ſtate of Trouble and AMiQ- 


on, Wiſdom doth revive our drooping Spirits, and 


not only keep us from fainting and finking un- 
der our Afflictions, but even give us boldneſs and 


courage enough to look them in the Face, and 
to defie the very worſt that they are able to do 
to us. And who, that conſiders the many cxcel- 
lent Rules, or excellent Examples, that Philoſophy 
and meer human Learning fur niſheth us with, tor 
this purpoſe: Or thoſe uſeful Leſſons of Advice 
. WEL een WIR not fail to offer us in ſuch a | 
calc, p : 
to make the beſt we can of our condition, and by dran- 


Vot to add to our grief by poreing upon it, but 


mn. all the Sweets and Advantages we can fro 7 


to make our felwes ſome amends for the bitterne/s ana 


uncomfortableneſs of it, &c. Or above all, thoſe No- 


ble Arguments, thoſe Illuſtrious Examples, thoſe | 
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raging Rewards, which Religion ſets before men, 
to exoite their Courage, and to make them poſſe/s 
their Souls in patience, under the ſharpeſt and te- 
vereſt Sufferings. Who, I fay, that conſiders all 
this, will not readily agree, that Wiſdom giveth 
life under Affliction. And that in this day of wrath, 
when Riches and all other worldly Goods can pro- 
fit us nothing, then {he will be a ſure Comfort in Care 


5 and Grief. . 


Permit me to add yet one Senſe more, whether 
intended by the Wiſe man or no, in which Miſdom 
may be ſaid to give Life; and that too much high- 
er and nobier than any of the. former, and that is, it 
will give us everlaſting Life and Happineſs; not one- 
ly a name and a memorial which ſhall never fe- 
riſh (tho? even this too it will be ſure to procure _ 
for us) but an eternal exiſtence with God and 
| Angels and juſt Men made perfect, in the Kingdom = 
of Heaven, That is, in. ſhort, it will direct us to, 
and engage us in, fuch a way of living, as is ac- 
| ceptable and well- pleaſing in God's fight, and 
- moreover ſuch, as he has promis'd by his Son to 
reward with everlaſting Happineſs. Riches indeed 
may contribute ſomething towards the attainment _ 
of this Life, we may make to our ſelves friends of 
| the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that ſo, when we fail, 
they may receive us into everlaſiing Habitations. But 
then it muſt be only when Riches are difpoled 
ol, under the conduct, and according to the di- 
«tions of Wiſdom; and conſequently it is entirely 
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owing to Wiſdom, that our Riches ſhall avail any 
thing towards this Liſe: they being in themſelves, 
at leaſt as lyable to be . the Inſtruments of 
death, as of life. e 


Since then, upon the whole, it plainly appears 
that Wiſdom is profitable for all things, both the 
things of the Life which vom is, and of that which it 

to come. Give me leave to addreſs my ſelf to you 


in the words of Solomon: Get W ſaom, get Vnder- 


ſtanding; forſake her not, and ſhe: ſhall preſerve thee, 


love her, and ſhe ſhall keep thee. Wiſtom is the prin- | 


57 cipal thing, therefore get N. taom, and with all thy get- 


ting get Underſtanding. Exalt ber, aud ſhe ſhall pro- 


5 Government, and the Intereſt of great number: of 


 « 2note thee, ſhe ſhall bring thee to Honour when thou doſt 


embrace her; ſhe ſhall give to thine head an Ornament 


| of Grace; 4 Crown of glory ſhall [be deliver to thee, | e 1 


And becauſe the Principkes of true ifm can | 
never be ſo eaſily and effectually taught, as in 


de Set and Pliant days of youth, when any in- 
preſſion ſinks deep, and becomes firm and laiting: 


Let me. earneſtly exhort you to Train wp your Chi-. 
| dren betimes in the way that they ſbould go, that ſo, 
ven they are old they may not not depart from it. 


And more eſpecially let me recommend this to 
Gentlemen, in the good Education and well Prin. 
cipling of whoſe Children, both our Church and 
State, the Honour and Safety of our Country and 


"> pra 


PRI 


—— — — r 
4 — 
— * — NE —B mts. Med 


” ' Biſhop Starford CHURCH. ” 23 


Wo 


private people, as well as the Reputation and Ad. 
vantage of their own. Families, are ſo ncarly con- 
cern'd. 


And, thanks be to God (and ſurely there is 
hardly any thing which we ought to thank God 
| more for) we want no manner of opportunities 
for this purpoſe; but are bleſſed with as many uſe- 
| ful Schools, as improving Univerſities, as Diligent I 
and Able Maſters, as Learned and as Careful uns 
tors, as any Nation under the Sun. Where, and | 
| by whom, the Principles of true Religion are ſin- 
cerely taught, and the Seeds of all Virtue, Pru- 
| dence, and valuable Learning, faithfully and skil- 
fully Sown. And, if we are fo unhappy ſometimes 
as to fail of an anſwerable Crop, this is no more 
than what happens in all other ways of Educati- 
on; either through the badneſs of the Soil, its 
| impatience. of cultivation, or want of due en- 
| couragement and reward for the cultivating of it. 
And 1 dare be bold to fay, that if Gentlemen 
would oft'ner appear, as you do-this day, to vnn 
dicate and ſupport the Honour of Learning and 
| Religion, to repare their waſte places, and to coun ; 
| tenance their Miniſters; they would ſoon find the | 
good ſucceſs of it: find it in the improvements o; 
their Children, who would then generally be ſent 
| home to them, from our Schools and Univerſities, 
more anſwerable to their expectations, than per- 
baps they now are; however, the want of good  _ 


. 
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dent, much more vitious Fathers (which 1 with 


were not ſo often the caſe) might lax and let go 


: all afterwards. 


One thing I muſt not omit to hint to you, up- 
on this occaſion: and that is, that ſince W;ſaom 


is ſo Excellent and - Advantagious an Endowment 


to all that have it, and makes ſuch 'aUmirable 


Proviſion both for the Souls and Bodies of them, 
we cannot better diſpoſe of our Charity, than 
by giving Wiſdom to thoſe, who are not able to 
purchaſe it for themſelves. And yet giving it 
them in ſuch a meaſure, and ſuch a proportion, as 
they can beſt bear, and will moſt tend to their 
con and the common Good. For ſurely, to breed 
them up for Scholars, without any regard to what 
they are fit for, is the moſt prepoſterous and abſurd 
thing in the World; the leaſt likely to do themſelves | 
good, and a ſure way to bring a ſcandal and reproach 


8 upon all forts of Learning. But yet, on the other 


hand, what a thouſand pities is it, that a great and 


— noble Genius, ſhould not be able to rife and ſhew = 


forth it ſelf, only becauſe 'tis clogg'd with poverty | 
at heels? Who, that has the leaſt ſpark of Genero- 
ſity, that has ſo much as any the leaſt glimmering | 


| of Love and Reſpect for Learning and Religion, 
and the common Good in general, would not make 


way for it, would not lend an helping hand to lift 
it up and ſupport it, till it ſhould gain ſtrength enough | 


to ſtand by it felf ? Let us therefore but take heed | 


ritable in thus way. 


to theſe Rules, and we can hardly ever be too Ga. 


And 


Do — 


c 
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And it would be hardly decent for me to part 
with you, without juſt putting you in mind of ano- 
ther thing, which is, that now we arc met toge- 
ther with a profeſs'd deſign of promoting Wiſdom, 
and doing Honour to it, we ſhould be extreamly 
careful, that there appear nothing in our behaviour, 
burt what is agreeable to fuch a glorious deſign. That 
| our Feaſting be not more ſumptuous than our Cha- 
_ rity; that our Converſation be Friendly and Inge 
- nious, our Mirth Innocent, our Thoughts chiefly in- 
tent upon the buſineſs of the Day, and that, at leaft, 
no Man return from this well- deſign'd meeting, 
| leſs wiſe than he came to it. Otherwiſe under a pre- 
tence of paying reſpect to Wiſdom, we ſhall effeQtu- 
ally ſet up Polly. For our Lives and Examples will! 
certainly go a great deal farther, and have a more 
berge and powerful influence, than all our Solemneſt 
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„ tained ſome Remarks on the Fundamental Principle of two late Books, the 
bone, entituled Second, the other Fareter Thoughts concerning Human Soul, 
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Fx together with an Examination of the Opinion of a Middle place of Reſidence, 
_—_ _ ſuppoſedly go to the deceaſed Souls of the Righteous, between Death, 
1 _ and the day of Judgment. The Second Edition, with large Additions, $- 
_ [71 Price in ſheep 2 f. in Calf 28. Gl.. 


Theſe Three by the Reverend Dr. Lawrence Smith, Rector of Soutb. 
iParmberongh,” in Hanh. REA 
An Earneſt perſwaſire to the Practice of Family Piety, with ſuitable ble 
votions ; the Contents of which follow, vi. Ibe Introdution, The Oblig- 
tions to Family Piery conſidered, The ſeveral Branches of Family Piet confi. 
| deved and explained. Directions for the more 22 proſecution of Family 
for 


 Piety. The Advantages of. Family Pie. The Concluſion. Morning and 
Evening Prayers for 4 Family. © Colless for Sunday Morning. Fo 
Junday Evening. For 4 grown Perſon that is Sick. For a Sick Child, 
For one ibat is troubled in Mind. Prayers to be uſed on days of Publick Thanks |} 
 _  gfvings, en ibe Cbureb. Faſts. on Faſt-Days during the War, On the 30tb. 
of January. 4 Collect to be uſed. daily during the preſent War, Morning 
Prayer for 4 Child. or Servant. Evening ' Prayer for the ſame, Grace 
before, and after Meat. [12mo. ByWilliam- Sworder, Vicar of Great Samy = 
Jord and Hempſted, in Eſſex. price 1 s. in Sheep, in Calf 159.64, 
__ \., The Regular Church of [England Man's Devotions, fitted both for the | 
Family and Cloſet: Being a collection of | Prayres--ſuitable for moſt 
Occaſions and Conditions of Life: Together with uſeful Inſtructious to 
2 Devout Behaviour and Pious Practice. In three Parts. By Edward 
TCTreſſield, M. A. In twelues. price Two Shillings in Sbeep: in Calf 25. 61. 
I bort Diſcourſe on ibe Holy Sacrament of the Lord Supper, Wherein its 
Primitive Practice with the Reaſon of its diſuſe and neglect, are fully et 
forth. What are meant by Eating and Drinking unworthily, and Eating 
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and Drinking our own Damnation, are made plajn to the meaneſt Capaci- 
ty. Alſo all the moſt material Scruples and Objeftions, commonly urged 
or not receiving the Bleſſed Sacrament, are fully Anſwered - To which 
are added a ſerious Exhortation, with Directions and Forms of Prayer ſor 
the receiving of the Lords Supper, By John Abauk, late Lecturer of 5. 
Mary Magdalen Bermondſey in Sourbwark, The Third Edition. 12 ½ 


price 12. 
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